
HOOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
When does Hoover start? Hoover officially starts at 9:10 A. M.  The first bell rings at 9:00 A.M. to go to 
homerooms. We have a late start every Wednesday. On Wednesdays, the first bell is at 9:30 A.M. and students must 
be in homeroom by 9:40 A.M.   
 
How early can I drop off my child at Hoover? School gates and front doors open at 8:30 A.M. (9:00 
A.M. on Wednesdays). Supervision begins at this time. Students may go to the cafeteria, the library, or the 
schoolyard. (Exception: Zero Period students may go directly to their class at 8 A.M. with the pass they will receive 
from their teacher.) 
 
When does Hoover end?  School ends at 3:30 P.M.  Parents will be notified in advance when there is early 
dismissal for parent/teacher conferences or professional development for teachers.  
 
Where do I drop off my child? You can drop your child off at the front of the school at 14th Ave. and 
Santiago.  Due to congestion, it is advised that you drop your child off at Taraval & 14th Ave., 15th & Santiago, or on 
Funston off Taraval between 12th & 14th Ave.  There is a crossing guard at 14th & Santiago. 
 
Where do I pick up my child? To avoid congestion, it is recommended that you set up a consistent location 
to pick up your child at any of the above locations. 
 
What MUNI buses have bus stops near Hoover? The 48 bus stops in front of Hoover at the scheduled 
drop off and pick up times. The L stops at 15th & Taraval  (two blocks from Hoover) & the M line stops at West 
Portal Station  (five blocks from Hoover). Both stops are in a safe neighborhood.  
 
What about lockers? Lockers will be assigned to students by their homeroom teachers once students have 
turned in all the official forms handed out in homerooms during the first week of school (the forms are also included 
in the mailer you received from the school in August). Due to renovations, 6th grade students will be sharing lockers 
and locker assignments for all students may change throughout the year. 
 
How do I get a lock for my child’s locker? Students can purchase locks for hallway lockers the first day 
of school and throughout the school year for $6 from your child’s Physical Education teacher.  There are always 
teachers and staff monitoring the halls between classes who can help students with any lock or locker problems.  
 
How does lunch work?  Students may bring their own lunch, eat in the cafeteria or buy something from the 
beanery. The cafeteria is open daily for breakfast and lunch. Monthly SFUSD menus are available at 
www.sfusd.edu.  The beanery is open daily at lunch and sells items such as bagels, cookies, and drinks-- students 
may purchase all or part of their meal from the Beanery.  There are many indoor and outdoor spaces for students to 
eat. Lines are long the first week of school so be prepared to wait or pack a snack/lunch. ALL STUDENTS NEED 
TO FILL OUT A FREE LUNCH FORM WHETHER YOU BELIEVE YOUR CHILD WILL BE RECEIVING 
FREE LUNCH OR NOT. HOOVER MUST RECEIVE A COMPLETED, SIGNED LUNCH FORM FROM 
EVERY STUDENT.  If your child qualified for a free/reduced lunch and breakfast last year, they are only qualified 
for the first 30 calendar days of this school year—so get those forms in as soon as possible. 
 
What about gym clothes? Due to renovation of the gymnasium locker rooms, gym clothes will not be needed 
for the first 1-3 months of school. You will be notified when they will be required. At that time, gym uniforms may 



be purchased from your child’s Physical Education teacher, the price is usually around $25. At that time, students 
will be able to purchase a lock for their gym lockers for $6 as well. 
 
How do I sign up my child for the Hoover ExCEL/ Stonestown Family YMCA After School 
Enrichment Program (ASEP)? You can pick up an application in the Main Office.  Once completed, return 
it to the Main Office and somebody from the ASEP will contact you if your student has been accepted.  If the 
program is full, your student will be placed on the waiting list.   THIS PORGRAM IS FREE.  For more info, call: 
Maggie Bruening, (415) 832-0622 , mbruening@ymcasf.org 
 
What are the after school program hours? The After School Enrichment Program runs Monday-Friday 
from 3:25-6:30. It usually begins the 2nd or 3rd week of school. 
 
What are some other after school options for my child? 
West Portal Public Library is open every day after school and is five blocks from Hoover. Other options: Public 
Libraries near your home, Beacon Centers, Boys & Girls Club Centers. Other after-school opportunities for children 
are listed at www.sfkids.org 
 
What do I do if my child is late to school? Students who arrive to school after the Homeroom tardy bell 
rings must go to the main office lobby window to get a tardy pass to class. Students who arrive after homeroom 
must bring a signed, dated note, with the reason for the lateness to the Main Office for a Late Admit Pass. Only 
reasons that are defined by the state of California as “Excused” will receive an Excused Late Admit Pass. 
(Examples: illness, verified appointment, death in the family, etc.) 
 
What do I do if my child is absent from school? If your child is absent, he/she must bring a written note 
signed by a parent/guardian, it must have the date(s) of the absence(s), and it must give a reason for the absence(s) to 
the main office lobby window right before or during homeroom when he/she returns to school. See above for 
examples of excusable reasons for absence. If your child is going to miss two or more days of school, you may call 
your child’s counselor to request work from his/her teachers. Please call by 11:00 a.m. so teachers can have the time 
to get the work together by 4:00 p.m. for pick up in the Main Office. Only students who have excused absences are 
allowed to make up missed work per SFUSD Policy. 
 
Can my students ride the district busses? Only students eligible to ride the District busses per SFUSD 
Policy may ride the busses. For bus schedule info, call (415) 695-5505, Students who ride the busses must stay on 
campus after school until the bus arrives. If students leave campus once school is dismissed, they must get home on 
their own. For safety reasons, they will not be allowed to ride the district busses that afternoon. 
 
What does the grade level counselor do for my child?  You are invited to come to Hoover’s Hot Topic 
night on Wednesday, August 25, sponsored by The Wellness Center and the PTA, to learn about middle school 
transitions and ways your child’s counselor can help.  MARK YOUR CALENDAR! You are always welcome and 
encouraged to call the counseling office and make an appointment with your child’s counselor.  (415) 759-2787 
 
What student clubs will be offered at lunchtime and before and after school?  Hoover offers 
dozens of fun and interesting student clubs. Students will receive information about these in their homerooms during 
the first few weeks of school.   
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