HOOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL

Hoover Middle School has had a reputation for academic andcaetisellence for over 50 years.
Our staff is working together to rededicate ourselves to Huititon. At the same time we are making sure
that all of our students — regardless of ethnicity or so@aauic status — are successful in our school.

Our teachers work collaboratively to plan lessons and agsessislearning. We are consciously
developing “joyful” learning in our classrooms through an emphasis ¢ecptimsed and hands on
learning. Our PTA is helping us this year by purchasing newostgopes for science classes, funding
digital access and high technology teaching in our classroomsteasdpporting our student clubs with
teacher stipends and supply budgets. Please visit and seechan® doing for yourself.

HOOVER TOURS: FRIDAYS 9-10 AM. Call to reserve a spac&%®-2783.

Thomas H. Graven, Principal

TRANSPORTATION

Where is Hoover Middle School located?
Hoover is located on I4Ave. at Santiago — tucked between the West Portal, Laguna ldaddaouth
Inner Sunset neighborhoods on the western slope of Twin Peaksanithamic ocean views.

How can | get the pubic school bus schedule for Hoover?
Bus schedules are available in the main office. For thstlapslate, call SFUSD, 695-5505.

What MUNI buses have bus stops near Hooverfhe 48 bus stops in front of Hoover at the
scheduled drop off and pick up times. The L stops a&1%Baraval (two blocks from Hoover) & the M
line stops at West Portal Station (five blocks from Hoo\Bojh stops are in a safe neighborhood.

SCHOOL SCHEDULE

When does Hoover start?
Hoover officially starts at 9:10 A. M. The bell rings at 948/1. to go to homerooms.

How early can | drop off my child at Hoover?

School gates and front doors open at 8:30 A.M. Supervision beghis tirte. Students may go to the
cafeteria, the library, or the schoolyard until 9:02 A.M.

(Exception: Zero Period students may enter campus at 8withla pass.)

When does Hoover end?
School ends at 3:25 P.M.. Parents will be notified in advahes there is early dismissal for
parent/teacher conferences or professional developmeptfdrdrs.

HOOVER MIDDLE SCHOOL (415) 7592783 HTTP./ /SFPTA.ORG/HOOVER



DROP OFF & PICK UP

Where do | drop off my child? You can drop your child off at the front of the school dtAve.
and Santiago. Due to congestion, it is advised that you drop lyitdioéf at Taraval & 14 Ave., 15' &
Santiago, or on Funston off Taraval betweeh&24" Ave. There is a crossing guard at ®4Santiago.

Where do | pick up my child?
To avoid congestion, it is recommended that you set up a @nidistation to pick up your child at any of
the above locations.

ACADEMICS

How many teachers will my child have for his/her core subjes?

In the &' grade, most children will have one teacher for math andsei@nd one teacher for language arts
and social studies (This is called “coring” and is commanamy middle schools as a way to transition
students from elementary school.) Some special programsisuegimersion and ELD will have

individual teachers for each class (singletons) depending on progrd. In 7 grade, some students will
be cored depending on their needs as identified by their counsel8tgrade, all GE students have one
teacher per class.

What was Hoover’s 2008-09 API score?833
Has it improved over the previous year?Yes. We went up 6 points.

What about the quality of Hoover’s teachers?

Hoover has a fully credentialed staff, many with over 20 yefesperience here in our building. The
entire faculty and staff are working well together — inlsgr@ups and as a whole — to build a collaborative
culture that supports student achievement.

What resources does Hoover have for low performing and/or basic drelow basic

students? Hoover provides an innovative and intensive intervention curriciiuading and
mathematics for all basic or below basic students. Tutasipgavided by teachers before school, after
school and at lunch on a teacher-by-teacher basis.

ELECTIVES

What electives are offered at Hoover?

* 6" grade: Unified Arts: student gets 3 out of 4 of the followidgmputer, Chorus, Art, and Independent
Living (sewing & cooking basics).

* 6"-8" grade: Chorus, Band, Orchestra

* 7" & 8"grade: Journalism, Yearbook, Art, Computer, Independent LiViegcher Assistant

NOTE: Some students will be placed in reading or ELD ctagseheir elective.

How do I sign up my child for an elective?

When an incoming family completes their registration form foovér, they will check their child’s first,
second, and third choice for his/her electivé aifd 8 graders sign up for electives during the spring
semester for the following year. If your child’s firstoice is full, your child will get his/her second
choice, etc.

Can my child be in the music program and also take a seconceetive?
Yes, but only if your child’s elective is offered in Zero pdr{8-9 A.M).



ZERO PERIOD OPPORTUNITIES

What is Zero period? Zero period runs from 8-9 A.M. before school officially starClasses and
some clubs are offered during this period.

What classes are offered during this period?
Journalism, Chinese Immersion Language class, and SpanighdimmLanguage class (M,T,W, F).
These classes receive a grade on your child’s transcripts.

What clubs meet during this period?
Japanese Bi-Lingual Program (once a week), Italian Clute(ameeek), Jazz Band"(& 8" grade only -
twice a week); Futsal (indoor soccer — Friday mornings 7-9 A.M.

HONORS CLASSES
Are Honors classes offered at Hoover¥es.

Does my child have to be a designated GATE student to b&aped in Honors

classes? No. GATE and Honors are separate programs. There aretdisteria for GATE
identification that apply to all SFUSD schools. Honorteda, on the other hand, vary from school to
school. Hoover is currently reviewing its Honors criteriasommittee. The criteria may include CST
scores, GPA, and/or teacher recommendations.

What is the difference between Honors and General Educatiotlasses at Hoover?
Honors and GE classes cover the same grade level standérisaclers at Hoover are trained in
differentiated learning. In Honors classes the teachehmayple to go deeper into the material and add
more projects and discussion.

If my child is not in Honors in the 6" grade, can she/he get into Honors classes in the
7" and 8" grades? Yes, but space is limited.

Are Honors classes at Hoover an all or nothing propositich
Currently, sixth grade students are either in all Honlaisses or not. In seventh and eighth grade, there can
be more flexibility depending on a student’s needs and classlailigyl

Do Honors classes get the best teachers?
All teachers at Hoover teach both Honors and General Educédisses.

CHINESE IMMERSION PROGRAM

What does the Chinese Immersion Program include?
The Immersion Program includes a Chinese Language class areldass in Chinese. Currently, all
Chinese Immersion core classes are Social Studies.

How do I sign my child up for the Chinese Immersion Prograrf
You must sign up for this program on your school application andrbefmChinese Immersion program
in elementary school.

Can my child be in the Chinese Immersion Program and als@ke Honors classes?



The program itself is an enrichment program. In additiomeatilyy, 90% of the students have high test
scores — the equivalent of Honors classes at Hoover.

Will my child have the opportunity to take an elective if ke/she is in the Chinese

Immersion program? Yes. Currently, Chinese Language is offered during Zero pelioging
Chinese Immersion students to take an elective. The schoolisttation is committed to continuing this
practice in future years, however this may be impactddrging.

If my child starts in Chinese Immersion and decides tovgitch to Honors or GE, can

he/she do this?

If a student wants to leave (or enter) the program hevsist re-apply to Hoover with a SFUSD
application at Educational Placement Center. The studentatibe guaranteed placement at Hoover.

SPANISH IMMERSION PROGRAM

What does the Spanish Immersion Program include?
The Immersion Program includes a Spanish Language class andctassri@ Spanish. Currently, all
Spanish Immersion core classes are Social Studies.

How do I sign my child up for the Spanish Immersion Program?ou must sign up for
this program on your school application and be part of a Spanishréiom@rogram in elementary school.

Can my child be in the Spanish Immersion Program and also takHonors classes?
The program itself is an enrichment program. At this timeuér has been told that we will have two
strands of this program in 2010-11 so that faster learnersaamttegyether and students needing more
support will be able to receive it.

Will my child have the opportunity to take an elective if ke/she is in the Spanish
Immersion program? Yes. Spanish Language is offered during Zero period alloSjrepish

Immersion students to take an elective. The school admaitndstris committed to continuing this practice
in future years, however this may be impacted by funding.

If my child starts in Spanish Immersion and decides towitch to Honors or GE, can

he/she do this?
If a student wants to leave (or enter) the program hevsist re-apply to Hoover with a SFUSD
application at Educational Placement Center. The studentatibe guaranteed placement at Hoover.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

What is Hoover’s philosophy about special education students?

The primary goal for every student with special needs is to tba skills necessary to succeed within the
Genral Education setting. We believe in fluid movement betw®&DJlacements for students depending
on their needs and our Special Education Department is depy at creating innovative and flexible
programs for students.

What resources does Hoover have for special education students?

INCLUSION: Students are fully included in General educatlasses and are supported by Special Ed
teachers and/or paraprofessionals within the classroomgset8PECIAL DAY CLASS: Students with
learning disabilities and/or emotional disturbances who arabietto access the core curriculum within
the Genral Ed setting are taught in a separate classroothdoreasubjects. RESOURCE SPECIALIST



PROGRAM: Students are enrolled in General Educationedamsd may receive Resource Specialist
support either through a Study Skills class or math and/or read@rgention during a core class.

What resources does Hoover have for ELD students?

Hoover currently has an ELD/Immersion counselor to meet éhafgpneeds of these students. We also
have a Spanish-speaking Parent Liaison and parent voluntg@eavige support and translation for
Spanish and Chinese speaking families.

HOMEROOM/ADVISORY

What is homeroom?

Every morning each child goes to his/her homeroom first. édoam runs from 9:10-9:30 A.M. (except
Wednesdays when there is Advisory). Homerooms have electedrsffiln homeroom, students get
informed about school wide activities and special events aoedsl issues of concern to students.
Homerooms remain the same frofh85 grade so that students can develop a comfortable and supporti
ohana (family) throughout their stay at Hoover.

What is Advisory and why is it important?

The Advisory period takes place on Wednesday mornings during homerdonh pdiich is extended to
9:40 A.M. The Advisory period is designed to offer a space wharerooms — as well as the school
community — can bond with one another and where school clissaies and information can be addressed
and delivered to students and families. The curriculum eoveuring Advisory period ranges from team-
building and community activities to lessons on goal setting, andsblghol and college readiness.

SPORTS TEAMS & OPPORTUNITIES

What sports do we offer at Hoover?
We offer separate boys’ and girls’ teams for basebalbalhfand basketball, coed teams for soccer and
track, and a girls’ volleyball team. Team practice genetakes place after school.

When does each sport start?

Boys’ baseball and girls’ softball runs from September througiblser.
Boys’ and girls’ basketball runs from October through December.
Coed soccer runs from October through December.

Girls’ Volleyball runs from January through February.

Coed track runs from February through April.

What must you do to participate in after school sports?

1. You must get a SFUSD Physical Form from the main officgldetic director.

2. You must have a full physical by a doctor and a doctor mugtleterthe SFUSD Physical Form.
3. Return the SFUSD Physical Form to the Athletic Direlotgore try-outs begin.

Who do | contact to find out more about school sports@ontact the Athletic Director.

STUDENT CLUBS

What clubs/support groups are available at Hoover?

Mural Club, Academic Support Club, Hoover Scholar Club, LibrdapCSci-Fi Club, Drill Team Club,
Chamber Music Club, Outdoor Club, Strategic Games Club, GaygBt Alliance, Spanish Club, Italian
Club, Futsal, Math Counts, English Club, Boys Club, Rockeb Clu



How does my child sign up for a club%tudents learn about clubs in their homerooms early in the
year and sign-up with the sponsoring teacher.

When do clubs meetll clubs meet at lunchtime except Rocket Club (after sQhaadl Futsal and
Italian (before school).

What other opportunities are there at Hoover for students dunng lunchtime?
Teen Wellness Center, Library, Healthy Team sports towgntnrecreational sports on the blacktop,
outdoor tables and benches for eating and hanging out, music and(g§adesafternoons only).

Are there other opportunities for my child to gain non-acadenic experience at

Hoover? Students can be elected to student government as homeroonspffiegle-level officers, or
school officers. Students can become Safe School Ambassadmiseft recommendation only).

COUNSELING RESOURCES

What is the ratio of counselors to students at Hoover?
1:171. Part of this is a special counselor funded through AB 1802ywaricerning Support Professionals
funded by a federal grant.

Please describe the Counseling Office vision, values, anow it works at Hoover?
The Counseling Office is committed to meeting the acadesn@al/emotional, and career counseling
needs of every student. Counselors work and study together ouéy Eentered Professional Learning
Community focused on building a healthy school community at Hoover.s&¥every referral as an
opportunity. We believe that all students would do well if theyla;ahat there are always factors that
contribute to “discipline” issues, and that these factordeammcovered through skillful counseling. We
value honesty above all else to help everyone understand the undstdyieg of each person’s life.”
Currently, our counseling office is training in Collaborafreblem Solving and Restorative Justice.

What are Restorative Justice and Collaborative Problem Solving?

Restorative Justicis a hon-punitive approach to student discipline that edudsehiid about the impact

of their behavior on the community and teaches them the #iglsneed to avoid the behavior in the

future, in addition to requiring restitution for harm done. Thigsually accomplished in Restorative

Justice circles. _Collaborative Problem Solvisgn approach that works with students to identify problems
that are hindering their growth and function in the schoollaBotative Problem Solving sessions usually
are undertaken in small groups, usually the student, parent ansedar.

SAFETY

What resources do you have in place to assure that my childlwbe safe at Hoover?
Hoover is a safe school with supervision structures in plaoeighout the day, and many personnel —
counselors, administrators, Security Aides — assigned te mak that the school day goes smoothly,
including one security person on each floor and 16 adults on duty ghagsag periods and lunch.
Students are encouraged to consult with adults if they lmeems, and Advisory curriculums and grade-
level assemblies reinforce the message that they neeiddgcably concerns about safety to adults
immediately. In addition, Hoover has a half-time nurse onpzes.

How does Hoover deal with bullying and discipline in general?

We are proactive in defusing bullying and other behavior concerns thooumgtdvisory and grade level
assembly curricula. Our motto is “Ohana (family): no orfergotten, and no one is left behind.” We
explain that if any one of our students has a problem, the whnimunity has a problem, and we ask
students to hold to this promise by letting us help thern thiir concerns.

Is Hoover prepared for emergencies like earthquakes and othéisasters?



We follow the State and City emergency plan for all majoemrgencies including earthquakes. We
periodically conduct drills to make sure that all personndlsiudents are familiar with the procedures.

COMMUNICATIONS

How does Hoover keep families informed?

Hoover staff and parents are always updating and improving athoomations systems and tools. Tools
for communicating with families and teachers include: Hamers, the Hawkeye News, the student
newspaper, the PTA-run Hoover website, Hoover Happenings, HGmagle listserv, Hoover Handbook

(calendar & directories), School Loop, Principal Chats, andPauent Liaison on staff

Are documents translated into other languages?
Yes. All documents are translated into Chinese and Spartishheihelp of parent volunteers.

PARENT INVOLVEMENT

How can parents get involved at Hoover?

Parent participation is welcome at Hoover. Parent involvearahtvolunteering are an essential
component of Hoover’'s dynamism and success. There are manjowpgsents/families to get involved
such as: joining the PTA; coming to PTA meetings, SSCingsetor Asian, Spanish or African American
Community meetings; volunteering for school wide events, chaperonicigsmfield trips, donating
supplies, contributing to the Annual Fund donation drive, and attendirggrts, science fairs, and other
special events. Most importantly, Hoover encourages paregés iovolved by communicating with their
child about what she/he is learning and by staying on top of hisbignanents, tests, social/emotional
needs and successes.

LIBRARY

Is there a full-time librarian? Yes. Thanks to Prop. H, Hoover now has a full-time librariao w
oversees a large, efficient library with panoramic views.

What hours is the library open to students?8:45 A.M. to 3:45 P.M.

Is the library re-stocked every year and kept up to date?
The librarian is always looking for new books and the annual Se¢iedBsok Fair provides some funds
and books for the library.

TECHNOLOGY AT HOOVER

Is there a computer room at Hoover?
Yes. A computer room is being utilized for computessés throughout the day. Additionally, computers
are available in the library and in the counseling officesfodent and parent/guardian use.

Does every class have a computer?
Every teacher has access to a computer but not every roarchasgputer accessible to students.

Does Hoover have wi-fi and up-to-date technology?
Hoover is on the school district list to be updated to broadbanchémter

ANNUAL SPECIAL EVENTS & PROJECTS




Does Hoover sponsor special events for students and familiésdughout the year?
Yes. Family Math & Science Night, Science Fair,\8illympics, Spring Fair, International Night; 8
grade trip to Washington DC, 8th grade graduation picnic at lic\énified Arts Night, Talent Show,
School Dances, Music Program Concert Series, Inconfi@#de Ice Cream Social, School-wide
Spelling and Geography Bees, Coastal Cleanup Day, ScholastcHair, PTA Reflections Arts
Competition, Class Field Trips (e.g. Hardly Strictly Bjusss Concert), and more.

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM & OPTIONS

How do I sign up my child for the Hoover EXCEL/ Stonestown Fanty YMCA After

School Enrichment Program?

You can pick up an application in the Main Office. Once cetepl, return to the Main Office and
somebody from the ASP will contact you if your student has besapted. If the program is full, your
student will be placed on the waiting list.

What are the eligibility criteria and how many children can join?

Each year the program is awarded, through grants, a speaifiont of money, which can be used to serve
a designated amount of students. All students are eligilparticipate, however, priority is given to
families who already participate in YMCA ASP’s, studenithwspecial needs, students recommended by
school staff, and students with the most need.

What are the after school program hours?rhe ASP runs Monday-Friday from 3:25-6:30.

What is the content of this program?The ASP consists of 1/3 recreation activities, 1/3
enrichment activities, and 1/3 academic activities. ré&mon activities include sports teams, games, Teen
Center, Wii, movies, skateboarding, walking field trips, amth&l Enrichment activities include arts &
crafts, cooking, dance, creative writing, gardening, bikgmam, and American Sign Language. Academic
activities include homework hour, tutoring, reading, scien@hpand academic challenges. There are
also field trips and community service opportunities.

Is there a cost for this program? This program is completely free!!!

What are some other after school options for my child?

West Portal Public Library is open every day after schooisfide blocks from Hoover.

Other options: Parkside Library or other SF Public Librari@s geur home, Beacon Centers, Boys &
Girls Club Centers. Other after-school opportunities foidegil are listed atww.sfkids.org

WHAT’S NEW AT HOOVER

* Renovation For the next two years Hoover will be under constructieeiving new elevators, a new
main office, a new entrance to the building, and much neeel@dvindows. This effort is being carefully
planned so that the Hoover program will not be significantiyugisd.

* School Grounds Enhancement Pfaparent volunteers are working with staff to develop a plan
that will include landscaping with native plants, general tiézation, as well as a butterfly garden and
educational trail to support the endangered Green Hairdirgtddfly currently living on our hill.

* Yoga Program Hoover has just started a yoga class as an alternativé.tfoPall students,
especially students needing support to calm down and focus.


http://www.sfkids.org/

TARDIES & ABSENCES

What do | do if my child is late to school?
Students must go to the main office lobby window to get a taady if they are late to school.

What do | do if my child is absent from school?f your child is absent, he/she must bring a
written note signed by a parent to the main office lobby windéwn he/she returns to school.

. Class work/homeowrk may be adapted for the student péitiad needs as necessary.
(in place of an elective or during Zero period) their maghging or language arts class.

These students participate for electives and PE within émei@l Ed classes. These students may be
mainstreamed for one or more core subjects if appropriate.



